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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
The Town of Kingston, a coastal community in Southeastern Massachusetts     
located about 35 miles from Boston, was established in 1726 and has an open 
town meeting form of government.  It is principally a residential community 
with a small number of professional fishermen and cranberry growers.  A     
large proportion of the residents are commuters, many of whom are looking   
forward to the restoration of the Old Colony rail service to Boston.        
Early industries in the town were iron casting, forging, ship building and  
woolen mills.  Today, much of the town's commerce centers around retail     
business including the Independence Mall with its 100 stores located off    
Route 3.  The town's early history as a part of the Plymouth Colony settled 
by the Pilgrims has spawned an active historical society that maintains the 
Major John Bradford House for public viewing and for summer brunches on its 
lawn.  Public lands owned by the town on Kingston Bay and on Great Pond     
afford recreational opportunities, while summer programs for children are   
provided by the town's Recreation Commission.                               
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Plympton on the west, Carver on the      
southwest, Plymouth on the southeast, Pembroke and Duxbury on the northwest and  
north, and Plymouth Harbor and the Atlantic Ocean on the east. Kingston is 4     
miles north of Plymouth, 20 miles southeast of Brockton, and 33 miles southeast  
of Boston.   

Total Area: 20.39 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 18.53 sq. miles  
 
Population: 9,045  
 
Density: 488 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Plymouth Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....26.5°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.0°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......48.8"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Plymouth, Plympton, Hanover, Duxbury                                             

Regional Planning Agency 
   Old Colony                                                   

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Boston                           
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (781) 585-0500 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Town Administrator                         
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1726   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered        5,565    
         
 
   Democrats               1,546    27.8  % 
   Republicans             1,047    18.8  % 
   Other parties               0     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       2,972    53.4  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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DEMOGRAPHICS 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      56       
   Conventional Federal:     0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:              0      
   Federal (Section 8):      0              
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TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   Kingston lies in the heart of the Old Colony Region between Boston and Cape 
   Cod. The major highways are State Route 3 and Interstate 495, which give    
   access to the airport, port, and intermodal facilities of the Greater       
   Boston Region.                                                              
 
 
 
 

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are State Route 3,  the Southeast Expressway connecting  
   Boston to Plymouth and Cape Cod, and State Route 106.                       
 
 

Rail  
   Commuter rail service to South Station, Boston, will be available in        
   1996-97 from the station in Kingston.   The Bay Colony Railroad provides    
   freight rail service to Kingston. Contact number: (781) 380-3556 
 
 
 

Bus  
   Kingston is a member of the Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional Authority    
   (GATRA), which provides Dial-A-Ride service to the elderly and disabled.    
   The Plymouth and Brockton Street Railway Company  provides commuter service 
   to Boston, with limited service to Rockland, Plymouth, Sagamore Circle      
   commuter parking lot, Barnstable and Hyannis.                               

Other  
   The Plymouth Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is easily 
   accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 2,501'x 75' and 3,501'x 75'.           
   Instrument approaches available:  Non-precision.                            
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Major John Bradford House                                         
   Maple Street and Landing Road                                     
   (781) 585-6300 
    

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   Bethesda At Evanswood Snf                   
    

Hospices 
   Cranberry Area Hospice                      
    

Rest Homes 
   Elizabeth Ann Rest Home                     
    
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


